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the time the former was severed from the aqueduct by an
encroachment of the river. When this event happened we
cannot ascertain, for history is silent; but identified as Nimrud
is with the Larissa1 of Xenophon s Anabasis, we learn that it
was deserted at least twenty-two centuries back, and, perhaps,
for a considerable period previous to his passage through the
country. The account he gives of its capture during an eclipse
of the sun has reference doubtless to its degradation on the fall
of the Assyrian monarchy. The recital shows, however, that the
current of events 1 Book III. connected with these interesting
ruins had not then stagnated in the dark abyss of time.
Notwithstanding the additional materials placed at our
disposal by the recent discoveries, we must ever remain
dependent in a great measure on conjecture for the
comparative antiquity of Assyrian sites....
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