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West Virginia University Press, United States, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 160 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University since World War Il chronicles the
emergence of WU as a major land-grant institution. As a continuation of the work of Doherty and Summers in
West Virginia University: Symbol of Unity in a Sectionalized State, this book focuses on the modern historical
developments that elevated WVU from a small regional institution to one of national prominence. West Virginia
University s growth mirrors the developmental eras that have shaped American higher education since World
War II. The University s history as an innovative, pioneering force within higher education is explored through
its major postwar stages of expansion, diversification, and commercialization. Institutions of higher education
nationwide experienced a dramatic increase in enrollments between 1945 and 1975 as millions of returning
World War Il and Korean War veterans took advantage of the Gl Bill of Rights. Their children, the baby boom
generation, continued to supply the growth in college enrollment and the corresponding increase in
institutional complexity until the mid-1970s. During this period WVU followed the national trend by growing
from a few thousand students to nearly fifteen thousand. From 1975 to the early 1990s, expansion gave way to
diversification. The traditional student population stopped growing by 1975, and boomers were replaced by
students from nontraditional backgrounds. An unprecedented gender, racial, and ethnic diversification took
place on college campuses, a trend encouraged by federal civil rights legislation. To a lesser degree WVU was
no exception, although its location in a rural state with a small minority population forced the University to
work harder to attract minorities than institutions in proximity to urban areas. The commercialization of
higher education became a full-fledged movement by the 1990s. Major...
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