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edition. Excerpt: .higher departments to the greater gods, and
the less important to those of low rank, until every portion of
the vast realm of nature--sun and moon and stars, rivers and
hills, trees and flowers, birds and beasts; every department of
human labour--buying and selling, sowing and reaping; every
stage of human life--birth, marriage, death, ---each and all had
their own presidingideities. In the same way, the varying
conditions of the human body, and the different affections of
the human mind--health and sickness, joy and sorrow, faith
and love, hope and fear, virtue and vice--were elevated into so
many distinct objects of worship. There was a god of thieves;
there was a god of drains and of evil smells. When we read of
deities who had one special function to perform, and who are
never heard of in any other relation--such as the god
Vaticanus,...
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