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circumstances under which these or other ASEAN countries could combine, much less that they could be joined
by Taiwan--with whom none of them has formal diplomatic relations--to resist a PRC bent on expansion. Japan
presents a different picture. Its highly competent navy has modern ships equipped with state-of-the-art
weaponry and staffed by well-educated officers and men. The Japanese navy has twice the underway
replenishment capacity of China. However, article nine of the Japanese constitution forbids the use of force to
solve international disputes and there is a well-organized, articulate anti-defense sector within the countrys
population. However, just as with the ASEAN states, it is difficult to imagine the circumstances under which
Japan would wish to challenge the PRC militarily. Until fairly recently, Asian-Pacific states tended to take a
rather detached view of the Chinese threat, believing that disputes with the PRC would be settled in due course
through peaceful negotiations. For example, in mid-1993, then-Australian defense minister Robert Ray pointed
out that there would be at least several years warning time before any major threat 37 actually materialized.
That period of warning appears to have begun even before Ray spoke. Military budgets had been rising steadily
since the late 1980s, and China was conducting extensive negotiations with Russia over the purchase of military
equipment. Some Soviet weapons experts whose talents were no longer needed in their own country found
employment in the PRC. China had already become the chief, and perhaps only, external source of support for
Burmas pariah government. Its assistance...
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