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... 0 announce that on this Valentines Day in addition to saying Happy Valentines Day, | would like to take a
moment on behalf of all of us to say goodbye to Anne Esposito who is sitting here to my right. Anne has been
with me for some time. She has been, of course, a terrific staffer, conscientious, hardworking and she has an
awful lot of energy. But because she has been so conscientious, so hardworking, shes been snapped up by
downtown. That is the downside for having an effective staff But anyhow, she has contributed so very much
toward improving the health care system for all Americans and on behalf of Mr. Brown and the other
members, Id like to wish her the best of luck as she moves into the private sector and let her know, and Im sure |
speak for all of us on the committee, that she will be greatly missed. Thank you very much, Anne, for
everything. Well, its vital that we ensure the stability of the Medicare program and guarantee access to provider
services for beneficiaries. This hearing will focus on the formula used to update payment rates for individual
physician services under Medicares Physician Fee Schedule. In 2002, health care professionals paid under this
fee schedule will experience the largest, the largest across the board payment cut since the fee schedule was
first put in place a decade ago. This subcommittee is concerned that the current update formula is flawed and
may at times put at risk, as it is now doing beneficiaries access to critical health care services. I...
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