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illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: . . . syndicate hesitated for a moment when called upon for his proportion, nor
entertained a doubt as to the ultimate results of the undertaking. To those of the present day who pass over this
beautiful, diversified country of 2, 000 miles, from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, at the rate of forty miles per
hour, in the elegant palace cars of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, through flourishing villages and
cities, amid the golden wheat fields of Minnesota and Dakota, the rich mines, and flocks and herds upon a
thousand hills in Montana and Idaho, and the magnificent forests of Washington Territory, it is impossible by
any language to convey to them an idea of the innumerable trials, the almost insuperable difficulties and
insurmountable obstacles which surrounded this enterprise for two or three years, even before a bar of iron
was laid, not to mention those which the panic of 1873 entailed upon it. But for the advances, courage, faith
and influence of these twelve men, there would have heen no Northern. Pacific Railroad today. Those were the
dark days of the enterprise, when it required faith and courage, when the project was ridiculed as impossible,
and its advocates as crazy and visionary; and in view of the ignorance which then pervaded the whole country
as to the climate, resources and practicability of this route to the Pacific, and the consequent obloquy and
ridicule which was poured out upon those who had undertaken it, it is safe...
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