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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (P. O. Box 37050, Washington, D. C. 20013) : The OBice, 2000. OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)44601286 Subject: Water quality management -- United States -- States. Excerpt: . . . Executive
Summary make more informed and defensible decisions. EPA also asked that GAO acknowledge the agencys
eBorts that could help improve water quality data, such as the modernization of its primary computer system
that stores and retrieves water quality data. GAO recognizes that EPA has many eBorts aimed at improving
water quality data overall, but notes that some of these eBorts are limited in their ability to address the types of
problems with water quality data identified. EPA also recommended that GAO add language to the report on
the implications of inadequate data for identifying waters that do not meet standards. GAO agrees with this
suggestion and has added a discussion of this issue to chapter 3. Second, EPAmade several points about the
content and presentation of the information in the National Water Quality Inventory. The agency states that
GAOs report should more strongly note that the Inventory is, by law, a summary of statesassessments of
whether their waters are meeting standards and is not intended to be a national water quality report on a
selected, consistent set of water quality parameters. GAO acknowledges this point and has stated so in this
report. However, the broader question that the Subcommittee posed to GAO asked how well the report
characterizes water quality conditions nationwide. As such, this report discusses the utility of the Inventory for
characterizing water quality nationwide. Moreover, because the Inventory is used to help make national policy
and regulatory decisions, GAO believes it is prudent for EPA to take steps to...
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