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BiblioGov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 30 pages. Dimensions:
9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.COL McMillen begins his interview recounting his experiences as the commander of the
113th Support Battalion deployed during Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) from May 2004 thru July 2005. He
details how his unit received attachments for performing postal, finance and security escort missions as part of
Task Force Phoenix based in Kabul, Afghanistan. COL McMillen describes the Leader Development and
Education for a Sustained Peace (LDESP) program as particularly useful in understanding the Afghanistan
operating environment. In the second portion of his interview, COL McMillen focuses on his experiences as the
Agribusiness Officer in Charge of the 2-19th Agribusiness Development Team (ADT) mobilized in support of OEF.
COL McMillen describes in detail his interactions with local agricultural extension agents and provincial officials
in teaching improved agricultural techniques such as beekeeping, animal husbandry, erosion control, plant
pathology, poultry management, drip irrigation and grain storage. To facilitate longer term change, McMillen
partnered with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in starting up producer
cooperatives. Later in his narrative, McMillen notes the importance of synchronizing Civil-Military coordination
efforts with Non-Lethal Effects operations. He relates those undercurrents of mistrust, corruption, graft and the
pull of family ties interwoven in Afghani culture. McMillen describes the lack of a barn-raising cooperative spirit
which inhibited the effectiveness of cooperatives, and the lack of Afghan infrastructure (electricity, telephone
and Internet) which hindered cross communication among the Afghan populace. In closing, COL McMillen
stressed the particular importance of finding interpreters with specific agriculture experience. This item ships
from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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