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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 44 pages.
Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration,
National Fire Data Center, 1987 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)70136399 Subject: Fire investigation -- Texas -- McAllen.
Excerpt: ... USFA-TR-001 February 1987 5 Human Behavior Unlike the transient nature of occupantsin a typical
hotel, the La Posada was occupied almost entirely by guests who were somewhat familiar with the hotel.
Eighty-ve percent of the guests were with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and had been in the hotel
for one and a half weeks at the time of there. Of the other 15 percent, many were seasonal guests who had been
residing in the hotel for an extended period. Occupant familiarity is thought to have contributed to the large
number of guests who were able to evacuate on their own, and probably eased the anxiety of those evacuated
by there department in smoky conditions. LESSONS LEARNED The La Posadare demonstrated once again the
value of smoke detectors in providing early, life-sav-ing warning ofre. A working detector and the quick
response of there department, coupled with their tactical decision to focus stafng on safely evacuating the
occupants, were the main, positive lessons drawn from thisre. These points are discussed below: Smoke
Detectors are Critical for Life Safety Not once, but twice, the smoke detector in Room 123 alerted the occupant
to a developing emer-gency. Unwise actions by the occupant and lack of a suitable response by the hotels night
employees after therst warning led to a rekindling of the mattress and the need for the second sounding of the
detector. Given some of the other conditions present, e. g. , lack of an alarm system, unenclosed inad-equately
enclosed stairways, and the late hour...
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